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PURPOSE: To realize high-density information recording, and further, to 
efficiently utilize flux of light from a light source part by making the major 
axis direction of a light spot on a magneto-optical disk the desired direction 
in a magneto- optical recording and reproducing optical head to generate two 
fluxes of light by using a uniaxial crystal. 

CONSTITUTION: A half -wave plate 3 to rotate the polarization direction of 
the flux of light emitted from the light source part, and a flux of light 
separating element to separate the flux of light emitted from the half-wave . 
plate into two parts are provided, and the flux of light separating element 
contains the prism 4a of the uniaxial crystal, and separates incident flux of 
light into two linearly polarized fluxes of light 100a, 100b of the 
polarization directions intersecting each other at right angles by the ratio of 
quantity of light depending on their polarization directions. These two fluxes 
of light are allowed to pass through a shaping prism 12, and the polarization 
direction of the flux of light emitted from the' light source part, the 
arrangement directions of two fluxes of light emitted from the above-mentioned 
flux of light separating element and a shaped direction by the above-mentioned 
shaping prism 12 are made to correspond to one another. 
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